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Recently, 60 board members of the 
San Jose Silicon Valley Chamber have 
been meeting to help the chamber re-
engineer its work product to become 
more effective as it engages across 
the region on critical businesses 
issues. The reason is that we can no 
longer think provincially. Our Silicon 
Valley is competing with the rest of 
the world for skilled workers and for 
new business. Not only that, we are 
competing with other regions when our 
own local businesses begin looking at 
expanding their operations. 

During these working meetings, it 
was invigorating to see how the board, 
when asked to engage and interact, 
became sympathetic to the wide variety 
of services our members want from 
their chamber.  Out of these sessions, 
came a deeper understanding about 
our members—no matter how small or 
how large, no matter the industry, no 
matter their geographical location, they 
share similar goals and face similar 
challenges— just on different scales.

In our board break-out groups, 
individuals who work for large 
businesses learned how the chamber’s 
many networking events connect small 
businesses together, helping them to 
support one another and provide leads 
and referrals.  Small business owners, 
in turn, realized how the chamber’s 
advocacy work is vital to confronting 
local, state and government on issues 
of taxation, fees, permitting and the 
like. If a large employer leaves our 
region, the jobs go with it—and so 
do the customers of a lot of small 
businesses who populate our various 
business districts and downtowns.

What became evident from the 
board engagement and ensuing 
collaboration is that the San Jose 
Silicon Valley Chamber is truly the 

one organization in our region where 
small, medium and large businesses 
in all sectors, of all kinds can meet 
as equals, and can work together to 
address our region’s challenges.

Like the chamber membership, 
our region’s business community 
is diverse. They say small business 
drives the economy on Main Street, 
but our region is equally dependent 
upon our largest employers whose 
thousands of employees spend 
money on gas, groceries, clothes, dry 
cleaning, health care, etc.  And they 
spend this money at small family-
owned businesses located throughout 
our communities in Campbell, Los 
Gatos, Willow Glen, Evergreen and 
Palo Alto, just to name a few.  They 
help to create the “there” in these 
downtowns and business districts that 
make our region so livable. 

Given that our members want 
the chamber to focus on creating a 
strong local economy, for 2012 you 
will see the chamber reaching out 
across Silicon Valley to assess what 
the business needs are, principally 
in economic development—issues 
to improve the speed of business 
expansion and job growth and help 
local businesses stay in business. 
We’ll also be striving to impress upon 
public officials that they need to be 
the facilitator for business growth, not 
an impediment—committing to “get 
their customers to success.”

It has always been the province of a 
chamber of commerce to be a fulcrum 
for action to create a better place to 
live. The directors of the chamber 
board—from both large and small 
businesses—are standing together, 
united in their commitment to serving 
all size businesses in the region—and 
good things are on their way.

The San Jose Silicon Valley 
Chamber’s political action committee, 
ChamberPAC, has made early 
endorsements of two San Jose City 
Council members, Pierluigi Oliverio, 
District 6, and Rose Herrera, District 
8. Both were elected in 2008 and are 
up for re-election in June 2012.

Both Oliverio and Herrera have 
strong business-issue ties and 
supported chamber-endorsed ballot 
measures V&W in 2010. They have 
also indicated support for Mayor 
Chuck Reed’s pension and benefit 
reform proposals.

“Our business community needs 
to support candidates like Pierluigi 
Oliverio and Rose Herrera because 

their common-
sense approach 
is valuable in 
helping solve 
the severe chal-
lenges facing our 
city during its 
budget crisis,” 
said Pat Sausedo, 
chamber senior 
vice president for 

public policy.
A native of 

San Jose, Oli-
verio attended San 
Jose schools, grad-
uated from San 
Jose State Uni-
versity and has 
15 years of high-
tech experience 
within the  semi-
conductor and software industries. 
Herrera, a native of East San Jose, was 
a community activist and has played 
a key role in preserving valued city 
services, improving road conditions 
and bringing jobs to San Jose.

“An early endorsement from the 
PAC isn’t something we do easily 
or often,” said Incoming PAC Chair 
Mark Waxman of CBIZ, “but both 
Rose and Pierluigi have demonstrated 
a commitment to sound fiscal policy 
that the business community believes 
is needed in order to ensure long-term 
economic stability for San Jose.”

More endorsements will follow 
in the coming months. For more 
information, visit sjchamberpac.com.
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION!

We are re tooling The Advocate publication for 2012.
Watch for the first edition of the new Business

Advocate in July 2012.

The new publication will communicate the work of the
chamber, its volunteers and members in a new format
that will better serve readers, advertisers and the

business community.

This will be the last edition of the monthly newspaper
as the new publication is re engineered. Thank you for

your long standing readership and support!

Councilmember 
Rose Herrera, 
District 8

Councilmember 
Pierluigi Oliverio, 
District 6




